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VIENNA YOUTHFORCE PRE-CONFERENCE

Application Form for Participants 
The Vienna YouthForce
 and the Youth Programme of AIDS 2010 are organizing a Youth Pre-Conference. The Pre-Conference is open to young people attending AIDS 2010 and will consist of informative sessions and skills-building workshops on HIV and AIDS issues ranging from scientific knowledge to effective political advocacy. Please refer to the FAQs at the end of this document for more details about the Youth Pre-Conference
Submit your application to vyfpreconf@gmail.com before May 20, 2010
Note: in order to be considered you must be registered or be certain that you will get support to attend the XVIII International AIDS Conference.  

All the information provided will be treated with confidentiality. Completed application forms will only be shared with individuals who are in-charge of choosing delegates of the Pre-Conference. Incomplete application will not be considered for review

	First Name: 

	Last Name(s): 

	Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY):

	Country of Birth:

	Home Address:

	

	Country of residence:

	Nationality:

	I need a letter of invitation for a Visa
	Yes (  )
	No (  )

	Contact telephone:
	Home:
	Cell:

	Gender:
	Female (  )
	Male (   )
	Other (  )

	I speak: (Language)
	English (    ) 
Native: 

Good:

Fair: 
	Russian(    )
Native: 

Good:

Fair:
	German (     )
Native: 

Good:

Fair:
	Other (  ) Specify:
Native: 

Good:

Fair:


	Do you belong to any minority group or any key affected population? (optional)
   Men who have sex with men (   )

   Person living with HIV (   )

   Person who use drugs (   )

   Sex worker (   )

   Indigenous (   )

   Person with disabilities (  )

   Others, Specify: ______________________


	Personal Email(s): 

	Name of Organization or Institution:

	Organization Address:


	Website (if any): 

	Telephone #:                                                      Fax:                    

	Email:

	For how long has your organization existed? 


	What is your role in your organization: 



	Target population(s) you work with:


	For how long has your organization existed: 
Description of the work you do or have done: (max 200 words)
Do you belong to any networks?   Yes  (   )   No  (   )

Which one(s)?

	Have you ever participated in any regional or international conferences on HIV issues, Sexual and Reproductive Health or Youth participation? Which one(s)? 



	Have you ever participated in any previous IAC Pre-Conferences? If yes, which one.


	What topics are your interests? (check all that apply)
(   ) HIV / AIDS
(   ) Gender
(   ) Gay Lesbians Bisexuals Trans / Men that Have Sex with Men
(   ) Stigma and Discrimination
(   ) Harm Reduction and Drug Use
(   ) Economics and HIV
(   ) Youth-Adult Partnerships
(   ) Voluntary Counseling and Testing
(   ) Women and HIV/AIDS
(   ) Human Rights
(   ) Youth Leadership and Participation
(   ) Participation of People Living with HIV/AIDS
(   ) Indigenous Youth
 (   ) HIV/AIDS and its links to Sexual and Reproductive Rights
 Others___________________________________________________

	How is your participation going to benefit your community? (max 100 words) 


	How do you consider your knowledge in terms of experience on HIV issues? 

(This question has no bearing in relation to the decision of your application. Answering this question will help the organizers identify the type of sessions that it should give to suit the needs of the participants ) 

Very good                 Good                   Regular                  Little knowledge



	What do sexual and reproductive rights mean to you? (max 200 words) 
How are you going to fund your participation at AIDS 2010? (registration, accommodation, food) Please explain:

1. I received a scholarship from AIDS 2010 (  )
2. My organization or university will support my attendance  (  ) 
3. An agency or funder is supporting my participation  (  )
4. I will cover my own expenses  (  )
5. Other___________________________________ 

	Why do you think you should participate at the VYF Pre-Conference? 

(max 200 words)

	Do you have any special dietary requirements? Yes (   )   No (   )  

If so, what are they ___________________________________________
Do you suffer from any allergies? Yes (   )   No (   )

Which? ____________________________________________

Emergency Contact in your country:

Name :                                                                    Telephone:
Did you submit any proposal for workshop or session at the Youth Pre-Conference?  Which one?

	Are there any other conditions or situations that you believe the organizers need to know to assist you before and during the Pre-Conference?     Yes (   )       No (   ) 

If yes, please explain.
If you are from a developed country*, how much can you pay as registration fee?

(please refer to the question 3 of the FAQ at the end of the document)

        20 Euros (   )            40 Euros  (  ) 
If you are from a developing country, how much can you contribute? 

       20 Euros (   )            Nothing   (   ) 
The night of July 17 is not covered by the organizers. If you wish to stay at the hostel that night you need to pay 20 Euros extra. 
I want to stay at the same hostel on July 17:        Yes (   )         No (  )

 If you want to stay at the same hostel during the whole Conference please get in touch with youth@aids2010.org for more information about the special rate. 


	Note:    Please attach a personal recommendation letter from your Institution.
Before sending your application, re-name it as Myfirstname-mylastname.doc (e.j. john-smith.doc) 


Note:  Remember that the organizers will NOT cover transportation costs or support for AIDS 2010. Your registration fee will entitle you to 4 nights of accommodation in a hostel, (July 13-16) 3 meals per day and materials. 

Successful applicants will be notified not later than May 25, 2010.
*List of developed countries according to the World Bank:
Andorra, Aruba, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Bermuda, Brunei, Canada, Cayman Islands, Channel Islands, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, French Polynesia, Germany, Greece,  Greenland, Guam, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Isle of Man, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Macau, Malta, Monaco, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Northern Mariana Islands, Norway, Oman, Portugal, Qatar, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States, U.S. Virgin Islands.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
The 2010 Youth Pre-Conference constitutes a 3-days event which aims to provide 300 young delegates with the opportunity to network and connect with their peers prior to AIDS 2010, as well as provide youth attending the Conference with technical information and skills for effective participation. The Pre-Conference is organized by the Youth Programme of the International AIDS Society and the Vienna YouthForce. 

What is the Vienna YouthForce? 

The Vienna YouthForce is a collaboration of various youth-led or youth-serving organizations, currently including: Advocates for Youth, CHOICE, Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA), World AIDS Campaign, YouAct, Youth R.I.S.E., the Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights (YCSRR) and Y-PEER supported by the International AIDS Society. The YouthForce organizes the Youth Pre-Conference of the International AIDS Conferences every two years along with other youth-focused activities. 

Who is covering the costs of the Youth Pre-Conference?

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is our main sponsor and partner for the Youth Pre-Conference. Other supporters include UNAIDS, UNESCO and aids2031. The registration fee will be use to cover some extra costs of the Pre-Conference. 
If I’m accepted as a delegate, do I have to pay anything? 

Yes, there is a small registration fee. If you come from a developed country* you will be asked to kindly contribute a rate of 20 or 40 Euros according to your possibilities. If you are from a developing country you can contribute with 20 Euros or, if you cannot afford it we will waiver the fee. With this fee you will be entitled to get 4 nights of accommodation, 3 meals per day during the Pre-Conference and the materials for the event. 
What if I don’t want to stay the entire 3 days of the Youth Pre-Conference? 

If you want to be a delegate at the Youth Pre-Conference you must commit to fully participate in all the activities and sessions. If you cannot commit yourself to participate on the majority of activities during the three days it is better for you to abstain from applying ad give the chance to someone who will greatly benefit from the Pre-Conference. 
I don’t want to attend AIDS 2010, only the Youth Pre-Conference, what should I do? 

Unfortunately the Vienna YouthForce does not give scholarships for transportation. Participants must either be registered and/or have a scholarship from AIDS 2010 or from a sponsoring organization to attend the main Conference. Otherwise YouthForce cannot accept your application.
The Youth Pre-Conference is a platform to prepare young delegates for the International AIDS Conference. Therefore we ask the participants who attend the Youth Pre-Conference to already have secured participation at AIDS 2010. 
I didn’t get a scholarship for AIDS 2010 and I don’t have funding for the Conference but I want to participate in the Pre-Conference, is it possible? 

Only if you live in Austria. If you are from any other country you cannot participate because we prioritize people who will be participating at the International AIDS Conference and will have the chance to interact and advocate for youth participation during the following week in Vienna. 
What if I don’t have any place to stay during the Conference (July 18-22)? 

The Youth Programme has booked beds in some hostels around Vienna for a special price. You need to get in touch with the staff in order to find out more but please consider that you have to pay for those nights. The Pre-Conference only covers the night of July 13, 14, 15 and 16.

Staff contact:  youth@aids2010.org 
So, what happens on July 17? 

On July 17, delegates of the Youth Pre-Conference are free to join other pre-conference meetings and events (such as the MSM Global Forum or the Multi-Faith Pre-Conference) or to stay with the Vienna Youth Force and join some of the activities. This is not mandatory, but strongly encouraged. There will be many alternative activities taking place on July 17 so for sure you will find something that will interest you. 
Please be aware that the Vienna YouthForce will not be covering your stay on the night of July 17. You must have secured a place to stay by that time. If you haven’t secured a place we can accommodate you that extra night for a cost of 20 Euros. Please inform us ahead of time if you need one by emailing us to youth@aids2010.org 
If I want to facilitate a session or workshop, can I do it? 

There is a call for session proposals that will close on April 30. You can download it here  or send an email to vyfpreconf@gmail.com in order to get it. Even if you don’t present a session you may have the chance to show your work and the materials of your organization during the Pre-Conference.  
What is the main language of the Pre-Conference? 

English. There will be some sessions in Russian and participants will be free to organize meetings and activities in their own languages (Spanish, Arabic, French) but there will be no translation at the plenaries, workshops and other sessions. 

If you have limited English skills, we recommend that you practice English in the next months in order to make your participation more effective and inclusive. We are trying our best to accommodate/assist those who have limitations with English but unfortunately we will not have translation available. If you have friends who are also attending the YPC, they may want to serve as your translator during the event.
Is the Conference exclusive for people under 26 years old?

We will give priority to applicants 16-26 years old. If we do not have enough participants, we will be open to accept applicants between 26 and 29 years old. An exception for organizers of the Vienna YouthForce organizations and members may be applied. 
On the last day of the Pre-Conference adults will be welcome to join us in order to have an inter-generational “exchange” opportunity. 
As for presenters, preference will be given to presenters from 16-26, however if the activity’s quality is high the rule of age does not apply. 
This is the first time I travel abroad. Is there any way I can get assistance to get around?

There will be a team of volunteers stationed at the hostel and Pre-Conference venue (the Medical University of Vienna) who can help you navigate around the city. We will e-mail you a welcome package containing necessary information to successfully attend the conference. These include details about the city, local transport, and youth program in general. We encourage you to get familiar with the event and venue by reading any communication materials that we will send prior to your arrival in Vienna.

Are there any interesting things happening this year at the Pre-Conference? 

The organizing team is doing its best to provide a variety of interesting events during the Youth Pre-Conference. These include interactive sessions and workshops. Also, there will be home groups and a youth reception during the YPC, which will give everyone the opportunity to network with other delegates and youth leaders from across the world. A Youth Reception where all young delegates of AIDS 2010, including those who are not joining the Youth Pre-Conference, will be happening on the evening of July 16.

I would like to know what happened in Mexico 2008 and Toronto 2006, where can I find more information?

You can go to www.youthaids2008.org and www.youth.aids2006.org 

To watch the videos visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTKhUR16rGc  (AIDS 2008) and http://www.youthforcefilm.com/ (AIDS 2006). 

�	 The Vienna YouthForce includes Advocates for Youth, the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA), Youth R.I.S.E., the International Federation of Medical Students Associations (IFMSA), Youth Peer Education Network (Y-PEER), CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality, UNFPA, Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights (YC), the World AIDS Campaign and YouAct.





